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Rapid growth of airfreighted food
Fresh produce imported into the UK by air from 

outside EU
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Climate change impact

94%

6%

19%

81%

Surface Air

Volume of non-EU 
fresh produce imports

CO2 emissions arising from 
non-EU fresh produce imports

Year: 2004



Fresh produce imported by air into the UK from 
outside the EU – by type category
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Commercial perspectives

Airfreight led 
business case

UK traditional
• Beans (3%)
• Asparagus (14%)
• Raspberries (22%)

Sub-tropical/exotic
• Mangoes (6%)
• Pawpaws (27%)
• Babycorn (11%)

Top-up trade
UK traditional

• Apples (15%)
• Onions (7%)
• Brassicas (18%)

(average %age year-on-year growth trend)
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Tropical exotic produce imported into the UK from 
outside the EU, by mode of transport
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Nectarines - fresh

Tamarinds cashew apples lychees jackfruit sapodillo plums - fresh

Raspberries - fresh

Strawberries - fresh

Melons (not watermelons) - fresh

Peppers - fresh

Oranges (sweet) - fresh
Cherries - fresh

Pineapples

Onions - fresh

Asparagus - fresh

Apples - fresh

Pawpaws - fresh

Sweetcorn - fresh

Guavas, mangoes & mangosteens

Bananas - fresh

Peas - fresh

Grapes - fresh

Beans - fresh

Other veg (inc. pumpkins) - fresh

Tonnes CO2

air surface

Top 20 product sources of import transport CO2 for fresh fruit & vegetables imported into the 
UK from outside EU in 2004 - by mode of transport and tonnes of CO2 



Water issues
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Emissions reductions? (1)

Shopper’s guide



Emissions reductions? (2)

Internalise the environmental cost of 
airfreight

Food miles surcharge

250g green beans

83p + 2p “food miles surcharge”
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